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COLLABORATIVE SPACE 
DESIGN FOR TEACHING 
& LEARNING  

“ What does the "classroom of the 

future" look like? Instead of the 

traditional lecture-oriented room, this 

new classroom emphasizes group 

learning and collaboration. The 

instructor serves as a facilitator, 

handing out projects, answering 

questions, providing resources, and moving around the room as necessary. Students work in 

groups to learn, and activities are structured to emphasize collaborative, active, student-based 

learning”. 

I recently wrote about the Pre-Christmas Open House that showcased the 

new Faculty Technology Incubator Lab. This was a project on which I 

embarked with my team in the Office of Educational Technology. The aim 

was to create a space where testing, learning, trying, meeting, teaching, 

thinking, and collaborating can take place on the campus of a small, Jesuit, 

liberal arts school on the eastern seaboard. 

 

To design the space, we had to consider the audience, the pre-set layout, 

and our purposes, in equal measure. 

 

COLOR THEORY AND LEARNING 

We chose deep aqua blue for the prominent colors. Blue is the color of the sky and sea. It is often 

associated with depth and stability. It symbolizes trust, loyalty, wisdom, confidence, intelligence, 

faith, truth, and heaven. Blue is considered beneficial to the mind and body. It slows human 
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metabolism and produces a calming effect. Blue is strongly associated with tranquility and 

calmness. In heraldry, blue is used to symbolize piety and sincerity. Not just that, deep blues 

represent knowledge, power, integrity, and seriousness. 

 

 

 

 

 

For this location, I was adamant that we include the recording/editing studio in which the 

Instructional Media Developer (and faculty, and students) can work in a professional-style setting 

to create the best quality audio and video for their projects. This was simple, as the tiny studio 
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room already existed. After 

sound proofing, the reverb 

dampening was simple, and the 

layout followed the function. 

I also included in the layout two 

small group spaces that could 

combine to accommodate up to 

seven. These freeform, modular 

workspaces can easily break 

apart so that each individual 

can work, uninterrupted with headphones, or just quietly undisturbed. My director selected these 

swivel-desktop, comfy chairs on casters for the optimal maneuverability (excellent choices). 

 

For this space, we wanted also a place to conference calls, conduct meetings, and facilitate focus 

groups. My director and team made this happen by creating an easily accessible conference table 

space. This is a work station that breaks down into four individual tables. 

– Definition provided by UNC, Center for Teachinng &  Learning...  
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